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Hassles rise

atu

Canadian business executives, who expected
travel to the US. would become easier under
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KA TAWA — Business execu-
ti¢és who thooght travel to the
United States woald become eas-
eginder free (rade are growing
increasingly feastrated with per-
si%nl fmmigration hassles, ™
“This week, the president of 2
new Vancouver software compa-
r pas siopped at Vancouver In-
refnational Atrport and grilled
ag%sijis intended business in

s

Léﬁﬂ executive, a systems ana-

lyst: was asked about the nature

of hlg trip and his geademic qual-

ications. In the course of his an-
swer, he mentioned computer
programmitg ~ and his routine
border erossing quickly turned
into a bureaucraric nightmare,

The 115, immigration efficer

told the executive, who doesn't
want to be named, that his official
work visawas being lifted..
He wasn't being allowed across
the border because progranimers
aren’t on fhe lst of professions

recognized by NAFTA, Systems*
arslysis are on that list, which

fgge;_tmde, are ﬁu‘:mg delays and frustration.

was designed (o expedite border
Erossings, but the immmigration of-

ficer didn't believe the exscu-

tive's story :

Angry, the exacutive caliad
Vancouver immigeation fawyer
Mike [acobsen, who drove to the

-+ airport to sort out the mess, The
trip was delayed a full day as evi-

dence was presented to show the
executive was indeed dolng busi-
ness a5 a systems snalyst,

"A lot of immigration inspec-
1ors are not familiar with che
free-trade agreement and that
leads 1o all sozts of bad deci-
sions,” said Jacobsen, “There's a
Iot of discretion in their hands™

His low firm also had $0 go 1o
the aid last week of 2 BL. woman
on the U.S. professional golf tour,
whao was toid at the border she
wouidn't te aliowed into the
country, It took another day to
sort out that problems.

Canadian Iawyers say 115, offi-
cials are using a strict Interpretar

tion: of the law that cegulates ac-
0085 {0 the country, g
- And mzay Canadian business
travellers arc getting snared be-

A5 NATION.

cauge they don't realize that spe-

_ cial rules apply to them, Anyone

whe has rhe prospect of earning

money in the 1.5, ~ aven ifits

only corapensation for travel ex-
penses — requires a special visa

~angd compsny fstter.

The situation is making the
border a much more unpre-
dictable place for executives, mu-
sicians and artists who
travel to the U5 A hint of incon-

- sistency in a story, anytbing that
departs from the decamented

teasons for a trip, van lead to

“hours of delay or an outright ban,

Yawryers say.

“They ar¢ gerting tougher,” savs

Henry Chang, chairman of the
Canadian chapter of the Ameri-
can Immsigration Lawyers' Asso-

- ciation, “The INS [ihe ULS, Immi-
.gration and Maturalization $er-

vice] people have always been
kind of unreasonable, but Mve no-
ticed they're now a lot more te-

“strictive in how they view

things.”
The US. Congress passed lxws

4 101996 that, among other things,
o Eave NS officers the power to

immediately bar foretgners they

T believe are trying to enter the

country iflegally. People can be
barred for up to 10 vears and
there’s no pight of appeal,

i *“What is probably happening is

that the INS is fooklag at thar and
saying Congress wapts us to be
tough on imigrants,” Chang
satd. )
“They're very happy to have
this ¢xtra weapon to use against
aHens, but sotne of these are bona
fide business visitors who are
robd they’re not coming back for
five years simply becanse the TNS
officer didn’t believe them,” bhe
said. “IF's an issue thats disturb-
ing a lot of people o
An INS official, howeves, said
' business as usual at the Cana-
dian horder. “Our people have a
jobr to sereen people apd that's
exactly whar thev're doipz”
More than 116 million crossings
were made from Capada to the
U.S. last year along the wazld’s
bongest undefe border. Most
of them were routine. Bur the
chances of trouble seemto be in-
creasing, e
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